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State Approves Consentino School Renovation, Expansion 

Upgrades to Include New Roof, More Classrooms 

The Massachusetts School Building Authority Board of Directors has preliminary approved the 

renovation and expansion of Haverhill’s Dr. Albert B. Consentino School, Mayor James J. 

Fiorentini announced today. 

The Haverhill school, which currently educates about 1,000 students in grades 4 to 8, was one 

of a dozen statewide school projects granted preliminary approval status by the 7-member 

board at its meeting this morning in Boston. Mayor Fiorentini attended the meeting with 

Haverhill School Superintendent Margaret Marotta and State Rep. Andy X. Vargas, D-Haverhill, 

to lobby for the Consentino project.  

The project is expected to include a new roof and up to eight new classrooms and teaching 

spaces including science labs, teacher workrooms, specialized rooms for speech and other 

special education services and storage areas.  

Over the years, most of the specialized classrooms and storage areas have been converted to 

regular classrooms to accommodate overcrowding at the 50-year-old school at 685 

Washington St.  

“I'm so happy to see this project that I have long championed for finally moving forward,” 
Mayor Fiorentini said. 
 
The MSBA vote formally invites the Haverhill district into a process in which the state will now 

conduct a study of the Consentino to determine the scope and price-tag for the renovation 

and expansion. The state is expected to cover about 70 percent of the cost. 

Mayor Fiorentini stressed the city has spent millions on smaller repairs and upgrades to 

Consentino in recent years, including installing new windows and doors, new lockers, a new 

boiler and repaving the parking lot and walkways. 
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However, overcrowding, limited space and the need for a totally new roof have signaled that 

it’s time for a major renovation and expansion of the building, he said. 

The mayor noted the city first applied for the renovation and expansion of Consentino in 2017, 

but that it was passed over by the School Building Authority in favor of other school projects 

around the state.  

In response, the city hired an engineer to document the school’s problems to bolster its case. 

It then submitted a new application earlier this year.  

“This year, we filed a new application, and we hired an outside engineering firm to verify our 
claim that the school needs a new roof, more classroom space and a total renovation,” Mayor 
Fiorentini said. “Today’s approval is the result of that renewed effort and the support of many 
people.” 
 
Mayor Fiorentini credited Reps. Vargas and Linda Dean Campbell as well State Senator-elect 
Diana DiZoglio and the Haverhill City Council for their help in securing state support for the 
Consentino project. 
 
“We can’t afford to sit by idly and watch the infrastructure in our schools crumble or the 

education gap widen in our district,” Rep. Vargas said in a statement. “It’s time for us all—

advocates, teachers, parents, elected officials—to step in and fight for our students’ futures.  

“Better infrastructure and facilities at Consentino mean our students can have a more 

comprehensive, immersive education experience, and that we’re not leaving the most 

vulnerable students behind,” Rep. Vargas added. “I applaud the MSBA for advancing the 

Consentino project and I thank my partners in both the city and state government for helping 

us get here.” 

Mayor Fiorentini said it will be a little while before the city knows the full details of the project, 
including its exact scope and cost. 
 
“But we do know for sure is that this is great day for the kids at Consentino School,” he said.  
 


